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in English 
Fall 1998 
MWF 1200-1250 CH307 
Course Syllabus 
August 
M 24: Course introduction: Cultural diversity and multiculturalism 
W 26: Overview of issues and themes 
NOTE: Reserve readings follow the principal texts of study. 
POSTCOLONIAL CONTEXTS AND ISSUES 
F 28: Derek Walcott, Pantomime [play] (St. Lucia, Trinidad, USA) 
--------' "The Antilles: Fragments of an Epic Memory" 
Video of Pantomime 
Discussion of universal elements in experience as compared with 
culturally determined expressions of that experience; the European 
Crusoe myth as colonial paradigm for the master-slave relationship; 
racism, religion and enterprise as factors in colonization; English 
as a global literature. 
M 31: (continued) 
September 
W 2: (continued) 
F 4: no class 
WEST AFRICA 
W 9: Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (Nigeria) 
_______ , "The Role of the Writer in a New Nation" 
Anglophone versus Francophone colonization; the British in West 
Africa and the appeal of Christianity for the marginalized within 
Ibo traditional life; the role of ancestral religion and the 
conflict with colonial law; the use of traditional oral materials 
and of modern literary allusion in the Nigerian novel; the 
emergence of "third world literatures." 
F 11: (continued) 
M 14: Ayi Kwei Armah, The Beautiful Ones Are not yet Born (Ghana) 
w 16: 
F 18: 
Traditional materialism and post-independent corruption; 
authoritarian models of governance and bureaucratic largess; 
colonization, class and urbanization; autobiographical elements in 
post-colonial literatures; influence of African-American civil 
rights movement; value of cultural heritage in shaping modern 
knowledge. 
(continued) 
(continued) 
M 21: Wole Soyinka, Kongi's Harvest [play] and selected poems (Nigeria) 
, "Morality and Aesthetics in the Ritual Archetype 
-------
, "Drama and the African World-View" 
-------(Both essays may be found in Soyinka's Myth, Literature and the 
African World.) 
w 23: 
F 25: 
The basis of traditional authority and distinctions from modern 
dictatorship; the opposition between the humane and the monstrous, 
the life-giving and life-destroying senses of community and self; 
the use of Yoruba proverbs as structural devices; the problem of 
multiculturalism in colonially defined "nations" (comparison of 
Achebe and Soyinka; a note on the Biafran war). 
(continued) 
(continued) 
Writing Assignment: Essay #1 (6-8 typed pages); analysis of theme, 
character, historical background, socio-political contexts, or 
linguistic and aesthetic uses of English in African literatures. 
EAST AFRICA 
M 28: Ngugi wa Thiong'o, The River Between (Kenya) 
----------' "Literature and Society" 
The politics of colonial education and traditional initiation 
rituals; irreversible historical change and nostalgic 
sentimentality; Gikuyu independence schools and Christian missions; 
European hegemony and potential cultural synthesis; the 
decolonization of tribal division through Mau Mau resistance and 
the role of revolutionary violence. 
W 30: (continued) 
October 
F 2: (continued) 
M 5: Okot p'Bitek, The Song of Lawino and the Song of Ocol (Uganda) 
-------' "African Aesthetics--The Acholi Example" 
Legacies of western colonial education; indigenous values versus 
modern scientific worldviews; potential for fusion of cultural 
systems; uses of oral tradition, Acholi proverbs and language; use 
of African natural imagery; the body and desire as metaphors for 
colonization and independence. 
W 7: (continued) 
F 9: (continued) 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 
M 12: Bessie Head, When Rain Clouds Gather (Botswana) 
w 14: 
F 16: 
Ndebele, Njabulo S. "The English Language and Social Change in 
South Africa" 
Apartheid and the legacies of exclusion; the need for escape; the 
passage from innocence to experience; the relationship between 
private freedom and public independence; the quest for personal 
voice and contentment; the alienated urban township versus the 
conservative rural tribe; the destruction of family and the 
responsibilities of love and affirmation. 
(continued) 
(continued) ESSAY #1 DUE 
Midterm essay examination questions 
' 
M 19: Nadine Gordimer, July's People (South Africa) 
---------' "Where Do Whites Fit In?" 
---------' "Relevance and Commitment" 
The position of the white South African writers--British and 
Afrikaner; tensions and fluctuations among social roles under 
apartheid; disorientation, fragmentation and stereotyped perception 
in Fanon' s "terrified consciousness"; language and codes of 
consciousness; psychological realism; the cultural construction of 
self and the ambivalence of will under apartheid. 
W 21: (continued) 
Midte:cm essay examination DUE 
Writing Assignment: Essay #2 (6-8 typed pages); analysis of theme, 
character, historical background, socio-political contexts or 
linguistic and aesthetic uses of English in West Indian or Indian 
literatures. 
F 23: No class-EIU Fall Break 
THE WEST INDIES 
M 26: The Poetry of Derek Walcott (selections TBA) 
W 28: (continued) 
F 30: (continued} 
November 
M 2: V. S. Naipaul, Guerrillas (Trinidad/England) 
The Caribbean writer's legacies--European, African and Asian; 
cultural synthesis in the absence of indigenous heritage; the 
relationship between colonial or post-colonial history and fiction; 
the demagogue as revolutionary; the exile as observer; self-hatred 
and self-respect in the colonized leader. 
W 4: (continued) 
F 6: (continued) 
M 9: Earl Lovelace, The Dragon Can't Dance (Trinidad) 
w 11: 
F 13: 
M 16: 
w 18: 
F 20: 
Carnival as liberation of personal spirit and simultaneous 
imprisonment from within by the "liberating" mask; the challenge of 
post-independent self-determination--personal opportunities and 
public alternatives; religious freedom and the changing forms of 
spiritual expression; urban "yard" life versus rural life in the 
third world; the West Indian linguistic continuum in English. 
(continued) 
(continued} 
Calypso tradition (handouts) 
(continued} 
Carnival: Aesthetics of liberation or prison of self-interest? 
Thanksgiving Break 
INDIA 
M 30: R. K. Narayan, The Vendor of Sweets (India) 
Major writers in the Anglo-Indian tradition; elements of the 
classical Hindu lifestyle versus the materialistic, alienated 
ambitions of the displaced exile; the emergence of the fantastic (a 
novel-writing machine) in juxtaposition with the meditative mode of 
fiction; small business ethics and greedy profiteering; the 
rigidity of traditional values compared with the rigidity of 
technological modernism; universality and comic presentation. 
December 
W 2: (continued) 
F 4: (continued) 
Writing Assignment: Observations and conclusions--one typed page 
from students' review of their coursework. 
M 7: Course review; Observations Due 
W 9: (continued) ESSAY 12 DUE 
F 11: (continued) ; Fina1 examination questions 
Final. essay examination: Thursday, Dec. 17, 12:30-2:30 pm 
